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God's  Judgment 

AGAINST 

Falfe  Swearing* 

GIVING 

I  account  of  one  Mr.  R  ichards  and  bis  Wife 
of  the  Town  of  Horfham  in  Suflex,  charg- 
ing his  Maid  with  earring  off  ftora  his  houf^ 
feveral  Things  of  great  Value,  for  which  ftie 
was  apprehended  and  committed  to  Goal ;  and 
at  cHe  ^ffi^jeiiqne  Ann  Thomas  (wore  againft 
her,  and  faid,  file  (aw  her  carfy  away  the  above 
Things;  for  which  ihe  had  Sentence  of  Death 
paffed  upon  hen 

LIKEWISE, 

An  account  how  the  Things  wefe  found  juft  as 
flic  was  going  be  executed^  which  procunad 
her  a  Pardon* 

ALSO, 

An  account  of  the  perjtnred  perfon's  dying  foOn 
after  in  a  mifcrable  Manner. 


faii^^^BD  ANt)  SOLD    BY  •OWARB       BVANS,  ^1,  I,9NC% 
I        B,  WfiST  SMITH  LONDON* 
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God's  Judgment 

Againft   Falfe  Swearing. 


[iT  the  pleafajit  town  of  Horlham,  is 
thc<:o!mtry  of  Suiifex,  liyed  One  Mr. 
m  John  Bichards,  a  great  vntrchmt 
l^jl  and  fiiopkeeper,  who  iold  all  forts 
of  .velms,  filkSy  and  fattins,  gold 
and  liiver  lace  of  all  forts>  aid  the  very  bcft 
goods  that  could  be  fold  hy  any  fliopkeeper  m 
England;  This  merchaiiLt  hud  a  ma^id,  whofc 
aame  was  Jane  Smic^,  with  whom  he  entrufted 
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ihe  above  goods,  aad  whom  he  always  kept  m 
his  (hop  to  ferve  his  cufto  ners,  and  /'and  her  to 
be  juft  and  honcH:  in  her  fervice,  apd  flic  had 
lived  with  him  feveral  yeax^s.  At  length  htr 
marter  miirt'd  two  pieces  of  gold  lace,  and  Iboa 
after  feveral  pieces  of  rlbbor^^  \^hicb  he  chnjt«ed 
his  maid  with,  and  faid  he  bciievcd  h^d  given 
them  to  one  William  Baker,  of  Hodhan;i;  vvho 
came  a  courting  ro  her;  and  to  rnak  up  the 
marter  3S  eafy  as  he  could,  told  her  i;c.  ^^xpected 
€ic  ihould  pay  for  them,  otlitr  /ife  ke  would  lend 
iier  to  gai'l;;  but  the  poor  iimocent  creature  knew 
jiothing  of  whai  became  of  the  goods. 

On  the  6th  of  March  laft,  her  miftrefs  fent 
tor  one  Ann  Thomas,  j|  kinfwonrian.  and  told 
fie;r  J[he  fbould  live  with  ihem,  and  liktwifc  de- 
lire^  her  to  have  a  wacchlui  eye  v  r  the  fhop 
rnaid,  for  tlicy  had  Lnely  loft  feveral  things  of 
value,  and  did  imagine  Ihe  had  nienu  Ann 
Thomas  fiid,  1  fhall  find  her  oiit,  and  wili  furdy 
acquaint  you  with  it- 

About  tv/o  days  after  hc:r  iiiiflrefs  came  Into 
the  fhiop,  and  laid  to  die  maid,  get  me  a  balon 
of  warer  to  wafti  my  hands,  and  vvhde  me 
going  for  the  water,  htr  mulrcfs  took  »St  p^t 
line'  diatp(md  ring  (roni  htr  tingei  ,  a^xi  L \i  if 
upon  the  counter.  As  fjon  the  wacc  was 
brought  to  ht-r  fhe  ivafhed  her  hands,  na  liien 
wei^t  into  the  houfe.  having  lorgot  to  take  u|)  her 
diamond  ring. 
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She  looh  after  miflirtg  it,  came  immediately  in* 
©  the  Ihop  to  look  for  it,  but  found  it  was  gone, 
fane  Smith  being  then  in  the  (hop,  ihc  aikcd 
«^hethcr  fhe  had  taken  it  up?  She  aflurec  iier  fhe 
hrd  not  feen  it  lince  ftie  faw  it  on  her  finger  m 
tb?  mornings 


Her  miftrefs  faid,  it  could  not  be  gone  with- 
o\jt  hitnds^  and  therefore  told  her  plainly  ftie  moft 
have  it,  and  all  the  other  things  that  were  mif- 
fing out  of  the  ihop,  and  faid^  if  you  do  not  540 
fetch  it,  1  win  fend  for  a  con (1  able,  and  have 
fou  before  a  Juftice,  and  get  you  committed  to 
«he  country  gaoL 


poor  girl  faid,  indeed,  I  hav^  not  fecn  /t, 
1^  do  1  kttow  wh^i  h  becQo^  of  it. 
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Ann  Th'onias  fi  Id,  You  are  a  thieving  huf&y, 
you  havtr  the  ring,  md  I  fwea-  I  faiv  you  take  it 
up  fronr'the  counte  ,  but  do  not  know  were 
you  pat  it.  Her  miitrefs  irnmediacejy  lent  for  a 
conftHble,  andJiad  htr  earned  before  a  Juilice  of 
r he  Peace,  a  here  Aon  Tliomas  fwore  that  (he  faw 
her  r:ike  it  up;  up  n  which  the  juftice  imme- 
diately committed  her  to  iloriham  gaol. 

At  the  affizej;,  her  trial  came  on^  when  her 
miftre-fs  fwore  that  flie  h^i  loit  the  btforc  men- 
tioned goods  OIK  of  the  I  )0i  ,  and  Ann  Thomas 
likevvife  fwore,  that  Jane  Smith  carried  them  off, 
ypr  n  vvhich  the  jury  brought  her  in  guilty,  and 
ihc  accordingly  received  fcnteiice  of -death  for. 
the  fc^nie. 

While  flie  lay  in  gaol  under  fcntcnce  of  death, 
(lie  behaved  in  a  very  penitent  manner,  and  was 
vifited  by  th^  Reverend  Mr.  Leaaian,  who  de- 
fired  her  to  make  a  confeiiloii  at  her  fins^  and 
in  particular  of  that  flie  was  going  to  die  for: 
She  told  hitn  fhe  was  innocent  as  the  child  un- 
born. 

The  Say  before  (lie  was  to  be  executed,  one 
ThoiTias  Pew,  a  neighbour,  who  lived  oppofite 
Mr.  Rirhards^s  houle,  faw  a  raven,  which  Mr* 
Richards  kept,  and  uied  often  to  be  in  the  ftiop, 
with  a  piece  of  red  ribbon,  in  ins  mouth,  where- 
upon be  watched  the  raven,  and  faw  him  fly  to 
th^  abbey  church  with  it,  and  there  behind  a 
ta^rge  roiage^  he  faw  him  go  inta  the  hole  ui  ti-e 
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wall,  and  leaving  It  there^^  returned  bj^dtasrarin; 
«pcn  wfiich  the  faJd  Mr.  Pew  toid  Mr.  «icb- 
ards  be  h-d  fox^r^d  qui  the  rhiefj  and  that  he  was 
Acn  ]n  the  Ihop. 


Mr.  Richards  immediately  n plied,  why  thePi 
do  you  think  my  kinfwomarr  would  take  a  falie 
€ath?  Mr/  Pew  replied,  I  think  ihe  ras  (wore 
falfely  again  ft  your  fervant's  iife,  for  there  firs  the 
thief,  pointing  to  the  rav  ^^hom  I  <aw  this 
/naming  come  out  of  your  ihop  with,  a  ^iecc  of 
ribbon,  when  he  flew  with  i  to  the  abbey  church 
where  in  a  hole  bchmd  the  i:n  ige  th  t  ftands  out 
in  the  front  of  the  church,  be  Itrit  it* 

Then  Mr.  Richard*^,  Mr.  Pew,  and  feveral  o« 
ther  peif-  ns,  went  noon  the  top  of  the  church, 
and  by  tht-  he!p  of  i  . pes,  they  let  down  a  man 
in  a  baflcet  behind  the  iniage,  who  found  feveral 
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pieees  of  ROkl-and' filver  lace,  two  fiiv-r  jpoon 
ihe  diadr-^nd  Ting,  and  ^  sr^at  many  piecc>  of 
ribbon,.'&o.  to  thft  value  of  z':mt  kventy  t)Oii>"^d  • 
Within  half  an  hour  a*t-r  this  was  fbu-^  ^  ^-^ 
the  iherifT,    wi.h  liis  offirers^   caiTie  --^^  -de- 
mand the  body  of  J^ae  S^n^t:^,-  m 
execntion,  and  feeing  a  greut  nurnrer  O'  people 
aflembled  together^  asked' t hern  the  c;u.;ft  of  it? 
When  Mr.  f^w  inimedrueiy.acqi-'O  -aihat 
all  the  things  winch  Mk.  Richards  h:K,;  ;olt  were 
found  in  a  hole  in  the ^' abbey -wall,  arKi  a  raven 
belonging  to  Mr,  Rxhards  had  can  ed  the-"^ 
there.    The  Sheriff  told  the  gentlemen  he  had 
warraal.fc:)r  her  execution,         Ihewed  u  rhe 
he  was  obligt;d  forth  wieh  to  order  her  to  the  piace 
of  execution;  and  accordingly  flie  was  condufl'* 
ed  by  proper  officers  to  the  gaUows,  and  before 
her  went  thirr.y  young  men,  finging  the  lamenta- 
tion of  a  finner. 

After  prayers  were  ended^  fiie  wa?^  orderai  by 
the  Sfieriff  to  mount  the  Sadder,  when  fn^  was 
again  afked  by  the  clergyman,  if  flie  was  gaiky 
or  the;  crime/or  v^hxh  Hi was  going  to  iuffer? 
She  anfwered^  (he  was  as  innocent  as  tb,€  child 
unborn. 

There  were  abundance  cf  reirs  fhfd  it  the 
gallows,  and  as  Hie  was  at  |  £iif.?rs  on  ^h-  Udder^^ 
with  the  rope  fixed  aDout  her  neck^  aad  e  !!'  od 
tremblings  ro  her  grtac  furprife  u.c  w-ij>  ord>ed 
by  the^ShcriiF  to  dianuaat  the  kddcr,  telling 
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rhat  he  hoped  to  get  her  a  reprieve;  at  which 
ihe  fainted  away.  She  was  brought  back  to  pri- 
fon,  and  let  blood  inimediatediy,  and  in  t'l^ht 
days  after  came  down  a  free  pardon  for  her. 

Her  niafter  was  ordered  to  pay  her  ten  pomids 
a  year  during  life^  and  Ann  Thomas,  that  fwore 
fo  falfely  again  her^  was  found  dead  on  a  duag- 
hill  iwo  days  after,  whofe  death  it  is  hoped  will 
be  an  example  to  falfe  fwearers* 


The  Bh#* 


